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HOW TO SPECIFY BLASTING

Your coating supplier always designate the degree of surface preparation required for his

materials. The three basic standards used to describe surface preparation are: steel structure

painting council (SSPC) “surface preparation specifications” the national association of
corrosion engineers standards (N.A.C.E)and the Swedish pictorial standards. Basically their

definitions are:

SSPC SWEDISH NACE DESCRIPTION
SP1.Solvent N/A N/A Removal of oil.grease,dirt,soil and
Cleaning contaminants by cleaning with
solvent,vapor,alkali,emulsion or
steam

SP2.Hand St2 N/A Removal of loose rust,loose mill

Toool Cleaning scale and loose paint by hand
chipping, scraping,sanding and
wire brushing

SP3 St3 N/A Removal of loose rust,loose mill

Power Tool scale and loose paint by Power

Cleaning tool chipping, descaling,sanding
wire brushing and grinding

SP5 Sa3 1 Removal of all isible rust,mill

White Metal scale,paint and foreign matter by

Blaast Cleaning blast cleaning

SP 6 Sa2 3 Blast cleaning until at least two-
thirds of each square inch is free
all visible residues

SP 7, Brush-off Sal 4 Removal of all except tightly

Blast Cleaning adhered residues of mill scale,
rust, and coatings

SP 8, Pickling Complete removal of rust and mill
scale by acid picking, duplex
pickling or electrolytic pickling

SP10, Sa2 2 Blast cleaning until at least 95% of

Near White each square inch is free of all

Blast Cleaning visible rust,mill scale,paint and
foreign matter

SP 11-87T N/A N/A Removal of all visible rust,mill

Power Tool scale, paint and foreign matter

Cleaning to using power tools and producing a

Bare metal minimum profile of 1 mil.
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